FOREWORD

Early in the summer of 1937, we were commissioned by
Messrs. Faber and Faber of London and by Random House
of New York to write a travel book about the East, The
choice of itinerary was left to our own discretion. The out*
break of the Sino-Japanese War in August decided us to
go to China. We left England in January 1938, returning
at the end of July*

This was our first journey to any place east of Suez. We
spoke no Chinese, and possessed no special knowledge of
Far Eastern affairs. It is hardly necessary, therefore, to
point out that we cannot vouch for the accuracy of many
statements made in this book, Some of our informants may
have been unreliable, some merely polite, some deliberately
pulling our leg. We can only record, for the benefit of the
reader who has never been to China, some impression of
what he would be likely to see, and of what kind of stories
he would be likely to hear*

It would take too long to mention all those to whom
we are indebted, but we should like particularly to
thank:

Mr, Sloss (Vice-Chancellor of Hongkong University),
the Rev, and Mrs, Geoffrey Allen, Mr. Basil Boothby,
ML William Spring, the Military Governor of Che*kiang,
the Provincial Government of Kinhwa, Dr, Ayres, Dr.
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